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Jazz music has never been a stranger to aberrant characters. Throughout the form’s artistic and commercial
heyday of the past hundred years, the only thing that has come close to upstaging its rapturous sounds are the
actual individuals responsible for its creation. Further investigation into most facets of life, particularly
where art is concerned, leads to a variety of unimagined eccentricities, but one would be hard-pressed to
encounter a stranger gathering of folks than that of the jazz innovators of the twentieth century- an unsettling
convergence of sound, addiction, enlightenment, passion, insanity, and everything in between. Yet, among
this kaleidoscopic crowd, few entities compose a portrait as bewildering as that of Bill Evans. In the decades
since his death, the character of Evans has, if nothing else, become harder to grasp. As his musical legacy
continues its ascent to eternity, the creator responsible for this luminescent ladder somehow remains in the
background. Whereas information on many jazz icon’s personal lives has become readily available to anyone
interested through numerous biographies and documentaries, practically everything published (and there is a
fair amount) concerning Evans remains rooted in his music, as it well should. But the flaw in this matter is
that, to his ever-expanding legion of devotees, Bill’s influence stretches beyond that of music. From the
moment he penned the Zen-tinged liner notes to Kind of Blue, Evans’ public persona has taken on a spiritual
air. The luxurious work created by his early trios only served to heighten this semblance. Though not lifted
to any sort of leadership role, Evans was viewed by many as a sort of companion on a path to something
extending beyond the general Western understanding of existence. Throughout his entire professional career,
Evans was also hopelessly addicted to drugs, a fact that was no secret while he was alive, but one that
remains difficult to absorb even today. Obviously drugs are not foreign objects in the jazz ambient, but it is
too easy to simply throw Evans onto jazz’s steep junkie pile. He was too intelligent, too administrative over
his physical and emotional capacities to allow himself to succumb to an addiction which he did not really
want. Why then was the man whose shimmering touch and blush-hued harmonies were responsible for
transforming the piano into a jazz instrument as expressive and beautiful as any sighing horn such an
afflicted soul? For those who have truly fallen under his spell, this lingering question weighs on his entire
legacy. Perhaps the closest one will come to answering this and other questions concerning the pianist’s
personal life will be through Laurie Verchomin’s memoir The Big Love- Life and Death with Bill Evans. For
the final sixteen months of Evans’ life, he and Ms. Verchomin were lovers. It was an incredibly intense
period for Evans, both creatively and emotionally. At the time of their meeting, Laurie was only 22 and
firmly entrenched in the post-Woodstock youth’s quest for any and all forms of experience. Her recounting
of this bohemian lifestyle and the resultant drug experimentation, sexual promiscuity, and aimless drifting
are simultaneously touching and absurd, eliciting a response ranging from apathy to deep compassion.
Laurie’s account of her brief, but transforming period with this musical giant may not answer the questions
that everyone yearns to have answered concerning Evans’ divided and tortured soul. But at the end of it, one
somehow admires Bill all the more, as a musician and as a human being. Excerpt from an article by By John
Varrallo Musician & Writer
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Hand:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book The Big Love: Life & Death with Bill Evans. You can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is important some sort of
book The Big Love: Life & Death with Bill Evans. You can add expertise and of course you can around the
world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful
thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by internet product. It is called
e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Ann Wren:

The particular book The Big Love: Life & Death with Bill Evans will bring one to the new experience of
reading a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to
learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Big Love: Life & Death with Bill Evans is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier
to read the book.

Shameka Nye:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Big Love: Life & Death with Bill Evans your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every single word
written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never
get previous to. The The Big Love: Life & Death with Bill Evans giving you an additional experience more
than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better life with this era. So now let
us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished
looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Betty Brown:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and
also soon. The The Big Love: Life & Death with Bill Evans will give you new experience in looking at a
book.
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