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In the tradition of The Orchid Thief, a compelling narrative set within the strange and genteel world of
rare-book collecting: the true story of an infamous book thief, his victims, and the man determined to
catch him.

Rare-book theft is even more widespread than fine-art theft. Most thieves, of course, steal for profit. John
Charles Gilkey steals purely for the love of books. In an attempt to understand him better, journalist Allison
Hoover Bartlett plunged herself into the world of book lust and discovered just how dangerous it can be.

John Gilkey is an obsessed, unrepentant book thief who has stolen hundreds of thousands of dollars worth of
rare books from book fairs, stores, and libraries around the country. Ken Sanders is the self-appointed
"bibliodick" (book dealer with a penchant for detective work) driven to catch him. Bartlett befriended both
outlandish characters and found herself caught in the middle of efforts to recover hidden treasure. With a
mixture of suspense, insight, and humor, she has woven this entertaining cat-and-mouse chase into a
narrative that not only reveals exactly how Gilkey pulled off his dirtiest crimes, where he stashed the loot,
and how Sanders ultimately caught him but also explores the romance of books, the lure to collect them, and
the temptation to steal them. Immersing the reader in a rich, wide world of literary obsession, Bartlett looks
at the history of book passion, collection, and theft through the ages, to examine the craving that makes some
people willing to stop at nothing to possess the books they love.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Callahan:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book.
Studying a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Man Who Loved
Books Too Much: The True Story of a Thief, a Detective, and a World of Literary Obsession book because
this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees
there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Ruth Westlund:

Often the book The Man Who Loved Books Too Much: The True Story of a Thief, a Detective, and a World
of Literary Obsession will bring one to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to
describe the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book
The Man Who Loved Books Too Much: The True Story of a Thief, a Detective, and a World of Literary
Obsession is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you
can more readily to read the book.

Trudy Clark:

Beside this The Man Who Loved Books Too Much: The True Story of a Thief, a Detective, and a World of
Literary Obsession in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The
information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you
feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Man Who Loved Books Too
Much: The True Story of a Thief, a Detective, and a World of Literary Obsession because this book offers to
your account readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's interesting features
of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and
also read it from now!

Bruce Davis:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the
books in the top checklist in your reading list is The Man Who Loved Books Too Much: The True Story of a
Thief, a Detective, and a World of Literary Obsession. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry
Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this guide
you can get many advantages.
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