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Narrative moves. Stories migrate from one culture to another, over vast distances sometimes, but their path is
often difficult to trace and obscured by time. Fabulous Orients looks at the traffic of narrative between Orient
and Occident in the eighteenth century, and challenges the assumption that has dominated since the
publication of Edward Said's Orientalism (1978) that such traffic is always one-way. Eighteenth-century
readers in the West came to draw their mental maps of oriental territories and distinctions between them
from their experience of reading tales "from" the Orient. In this proto-colonial period the English encounter
with the East was largely mediated through the consumption of material goods such as silks, indigo, muslin,
spices, or jewels, imported from the East, together with the more "moral" traffic of narratives about the East,
both imaginary and ethnographic. Through analyses of fictional representations (including travellers'
accounts, letter narratives such as Letters Writ by a Turkish Spy, and popular sequences of tales such as the
Arabian Nights Entertainments) of four oriental territories (Persia, Turkey, China and India) Ros Ballaster
demonstrates the ways in which the East came to be understood as a source of story, a territory of fable and
narrative. Fabulous Orients is structured according to territory rather than genre. Each section opens by re-
narrating an oriental story in which a feminine character serves to "figure" western desire for the territory she
represents: the courtesan queen of the Ottoman seraglio Roxolana; the riddling Chinese princess Turandocte;
and the illusory sati of India, Canzade. The book goes on to explore the range of fabulous writings relating to
each territory in order to illustrate how certain narrative tropes can come to dominate its representation: the
conflict between the male look and female speech staged in the seraglio in the case of Turkey and
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From reader reviews:

Randall James:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
They are reading whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the
person who don't like reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult
problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will need this Fabulous Orients: Fictions of the East in
England 1662-1785.

Candice Sharkey:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Fabulous Orients: Fictions of the East in
England 1662-1785 is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Donna Canales:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
a professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is Fabulous Orients: Fictions of the East in England 1662-1785 this e-book
consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented so why is
the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The
particular writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book suitable all of you.

Alexandra Stafford:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but also novel and Fabulous Orients: Fictions of the East in England 1662-
1785 or others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel would
like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students especially. Those
publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any other
book likes Fabulous Orients: Fictions of the East in England 1662-1785 to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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