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Accounts of the seventeenth-century Jesuit Mission to China have often celebrated it as the great encounter
of two civilizations. The Jesuits portrayed themselves as wise men from the West who used mathematics and
science in service of their mission. Chinese literati-official Xu Guangqi (1562–1633), who collaborated with
the Italian Jesuit Matteo Ricci (1552–1610) to translate Euclid’s Elements into Chinese, reportedly
recognized the superiority of Western mathematics and science and converted to Christianity. Most
narratives relegate Xu and the Chinese to subsidiary roles as the Jesuits' translators, followers, and converts.
Imagined Civilizations tells the story from the Chinese point of view.

Using Chinese primary sources, Roger Hart focuses in particular on Xu, who was in a position of
considerable power over Ricci. The result is a perspective startlingly different from that found in previous
studies. Hart analyzes Chinese mathematical treatises of the period, revealing that Xu and his collaborators
could not have believed their declaration of the superiority of Western mathematics. Imagined Civilizations
explains how Xu’s West served as a crucial resource. While the Jesuits claimed Xu as a convert, he
presented the Jesuits as men from afar who had traveled from the West to China to serve the emperor.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa McCann:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that
question mainly because just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes,
it is appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Imagined
Civilizations: China, the West, and Their First Encounter to read.

Ramiro Alvarez:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent all day every day to reading a publication. The book Imagined Civilizations: China, the West, and
Their First Encounter it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These
folks were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you
can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too
costly but this book features high quality.

Frances Fortier:

This Imagined Civilizations: China, the West, and Their First Encounter is completely new way for you who
has fascination to look for some information because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you
in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this
Imagined Civilizations: China, the West, and Their First Encounter can be the light food for yourself because
the information inside this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books build itself in the
form that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in reserve form
make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book especially this
one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the item! Just
read this e-book variety for your better life along with knowledge.

Richard Manning:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can



add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying
to find the Imagined Civilizations: China, the West, and Their First Encounter when you essential it?
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