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For 350 years, Protestantism was the dominant religion in America--and its influence spilled over in many
directions into the wider culture. Religious historian Martin E. Marty looks at the factors behind both the
long period of Protestant ascendancy in America and the comparatively recent diffusion and diminution of its
authority. Marty ranges across time, covering such things as the establishment of the Jamestown settlement
in 1607, the 1955 publication of Will Herberg's landmark book Protestant-Catholic-Jew, and the current
period of American ethnic and religious pluralism.

For centuries, American Protestantism dominated in three main ways, says Marty: in the sheer numbers of its
committed practitioners (spread across some two hundred denominations), in the Protestant leanings of
nonadherents, and in the influence of the Protestant ethic in activities as diverse as business and art. To
discover what is particularly “American” about Protestantism in this country, Marty looks at Protestant
creencias, or beliefs, that complement or supplement pure doctrine. These include the notion of God as an
agent of America’s destiny and the impact of the biblical credos of mission, stewardship, and vocation on
innumerable nonreligious matters of daily life. Marty also discusses the vigencias, or binding (though
unwritten) customs, of Protestantism. They include the tendencies to interpret matters of faith in market
terms and to conflate biblical and enlightenment ideology into “civic faith.”

Challenges to Protestant hegemony came and went over the centuries, says Marty, but never in such force
and to such effect as in the twentieth century. Among other factors contributing to the rise of pluralism and
to schisms between mainstreamers and Fundamentalists, Marty lists changes in immigration laws, U.S.
Supreme Court decisions on school prayer, the women's movement, and Vatican II.

Today, our Protean spirituality is the topic of everything from sermons to bumper stickers. All in all, this is
good, reassures Marty, for to debate our spirituality is to sustain the life of a functioning, thinking, believing
republic. Those who pine for some golden age of Protestantism are misled by nostalgia or resentment. The
real work to be done by Protestants now is to serve, partner, and cooperate where they once managed,
controlled, and directed.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Weimer:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are reading
whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well, probably
you should have this The Protestant Voice in American Pluralism (George H. Shriver Lecture Series in
Religion in American History).

Robert Riggio:

The ability that you get from The Protestant Voice in American Pluralism (George H. Shriver Lecture Series
in Religion in American History) will be the more deep you rooting the information that hide into the words
the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The
Protestant Voice in American Pluralism (George H. Shriver Lecture Series in Religion in American History)
giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This kind
of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go to you, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this particular The Protestant Voice in
American Pluralism (George H. Shriver Lecture Series in Religion in American History) instantly.

Maureen Guzman:

The e-book untitled The Protestant Voice in American Pluralism (George H. Shriver Lecture Series in
Religion in American History) is the e-book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of
the publication content that will be shown to anyone. The language that writer use to explained their way of
doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of exploration when write the book,
so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The
Protestant Voice in American Pluralism (George H. Shriver Lecture Series in Religion in American History)
from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Winford Patterson:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer may be The Protestant Voice in American Pluralism (George H. Shriver Lecture
Series in Religion in American History) why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to
the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps



cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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