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On April 16, 1972, ten thousand people gathered in Central Park to protest New York's liberal abortion law.
Emotions ran high, reflecting the nation's extreme polarization over abortion. Yet the divisions did not fall
neatly along partisan or religious lines-the assembled protesters were far from a bunch of fire-breathing
culture warriors. In Defenders of the Unborn, Daniel K. Williams reveals the hidden history of the pro-life
movement in America, showing that a cause that many see as reactionary and anti-feminist began as a liberal
crusade for human rights.

For decades, the media portrayed the pro-life movement as a Catholic cause, but by the time of the Central
Park rally, that stereotype was already hopelessly outdated. The kinds of people in attendance at pro-life
rallies ranged from white Protestant physicians, to young mothers, to African American Democratic
legislators-even the occasional member of Planned Parenthood. One of New York City's most vocal pro-life
advocates was a liberal Lutheran minister who was best known for his civil rights activism and his protests
against the Vietnam War. The language with which pro-lifers championed their cause was not that of
conservative Catholic theology, infused with attacks on contraception and women's sexual freedom. Rather,
they saw themselves as civil rights crusaders, defending the inalienable right to life of a defenseless minority:
the unborn fetus. It was because of this grounding in human rights, Williams argues, that the right-to-life
movement gained such momentum in the early 1960s. Indeed, pro-lifers were winning the battle before Roe
v. Wade changed the course of history.

Through a deep investigation of previously untapped archives, Williams presents the untold story of New
Deal-era liberals who forged alliances with a diverse array of activists, Republican and Democrat alike, to
fight for what they saw as a human rights cause. Provocative and insightful, Defenders of the Unborn is a
must-read for anyone who craves a deeper understanding of a highly-charged issue.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Fleenor:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Defenders of the Unborn: The Pro-Life
Movement before Roe v. Wade as the daily resource information.

Mark Wolf:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Defenders of the Unborn: The Pro-Life
Movement before Roe v. Wade is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train
along with soon. If you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It
is make you better to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Rick Fairchild:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Defenders of the Unborn: The Pro-Life
Movement before Roe v. Wade can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you
have thing that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Defenders of the
Unborn: The Pro-Life Movement before Roe v. Wade.

Tammy Carver:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they get a
half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Defenders of the Unborn: The Pro-Life
Movement before Roe v. Wade to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading
expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to
read it and mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you
to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the publication Defenders of the Unborn: The Pro-Life
Movement before Roe v. Wade can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse
in what must you're doing of the time.
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