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From 1925 to 1951--three chaotic decades of depression, war, and social upheaval--Jewish writers brought to
the musical stage a powerfully appealing vision of America fashioned through song and dance. It was an
optimistic, meritocratic, selectively inclusive America in which Jews could at once lose and find themselves-
-assimilation enacted onstage and off, as Andrea Most shows. This book examines two interwoven narratives
crucial to an understanding of twentieth-century American culture: the stories of Jewish acculturation and of
the development of the American musical.

Here we delve into the work of the most influential artists of the genre during the years surrounding World
War II--Irving Berlin, Eddie Cantor, Dorothy and Herbert Fields, George and Ira Gershwin, Oscar
Hammerstein, Lorenz Hart, and Richard Rodgers--and encounter new interpretations of classics such as The
Jazz Singer, Whoopee, Girl Crazy, Babes in Arms, Oklahoma!, Annie Get Your Gun, South Pacific, and The
King and I. Most's analysis reveals how these brilliant composers, librettists, and performers transformed the
experience of New York Jews into the grand, even sacred acts of being American. Read in the context of
memoirs, correspondence, production designs, photographs, and newspaper clippings, the Broadway musical
clearly emerges as a form by which Jewish artists negotiated their entrance into secular American society. In
this book we see how the communities these musicals invented and the anthems they popularized constructed
a vision of America that fostered self-understanding as the nation became a global power.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Scott:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Making Americans: Jews and the Broadway Musical. Try to stumble
through book Making Americans: Jews and the Broadway Musical as your close friend. It means that it can
to become your friend when you sense alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you more confidence because you
can know almost everything by the book. So , let me make new experience along with knowledge with this
book.

Nellie Ferguson:

Beside this particular Making Americans: Jews and the Broadway Musical in your phone, it could possibly
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you
are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in
narrow town. It is good thing to have Making Americans: Jews and the Broadway Musical because this book
offers for your requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you seldom get what
it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option
here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the
idea? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!

Gail Cote:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
spirit or real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Making Americans: Jews and the Broadway Musical can make you feel more
interested to read.

Lily McDermott:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Making Americans: Jews and the
Broadway Musical to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the
sensation about book and studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open a book
and examine it. Beside that the guide Making Americans: Jews and the Broadway Musical can to be your



new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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