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Play Me Something Quick and Devilish explores the heritage of traditional fiddle music in Missouri. Howard
Wight Marshall considers the place of homemade music in people’s lives across social and ethnic
communities from the late 1700s to the World War I years and into the early 1920s. This exceptionally
important and complex period provided the foundations in history and settlement for the evolution of today’s
old-time fiddling.

Beginning with the French villages on the Mississippi River, Marshall leads us chronologically through the
settlement of the state and how these communities established our cultural heritage. Other core populations
include the “Old Stock Americans” (primarily Scotch-Irish from Kentucky, Tennessee, North Carolina, and
Virginia), African Americans, German-speaking immigrants, people with American Indian ancestry
(focusing on Cherokee families dating from the Trail of Tears in the 1830s), and Irish railroad workers in the
post–Civil War period. These are the primary communities whose fiddle and dance traditions came together
on the Missouri frontier to cultivate the bounty of old-time fiddling enjoyed today.

Marshall also investigates themes in the continuing evolution of fiddle traditions. These themes include the
use of the violin in Westward migration, in the Civil War years, and in the railroad boom that changed
history. Of course, musical tastes shift over time, and the rise of music literacy in the late Victorian period, as
evidenced by the brass band movement and immigrant music teachers in small towns, affected fiddling. The
contributions of music publishing as well as the surprising importance of ragtime and early jazz also had
profound effects. Much of the old-time fiddlers’ repertory arises not from the inherited reels, jigs, and
hornpipes from the British Isles, nor from the waltzes, schottisches, and polkas from the Continent, but from
the prolific pens of Tin Pan Alley.

Marshall also examines regional styles in Missouri fiddling and comments on the future of this time-
honored, and changing, tradition. Documentary in nature, this social history draws on various academic
disciplines and oral histories recorded in Marshall’s forty-some years of research and field experience.
Historians, music aficionados, and lay people interested in Missouri folk heritage—as well as fiddlers, of
course—will find Play Me Something Quick and Devilish an entertaining and enlightening read.

With 39 tunes, the enclosed Voyager Records companion CD includes a historic sampler of Missouri fiddlers
and styles from 1955 to 2012.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Smith:

The book Play Me Something Quick and Devilish: Old-Time Fiddlers in Missouri can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book Play Me
Something Quick and Devilish: Old-Time Fiddlers in Missouri? Wide variety you have a different opinion
about e-book. But one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try
to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could
share all of these. Book Play Me Something Quick and Devilish: Old-Time Fiddlers in Missouri has simple
shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by
open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Lauren Graves:

This Play Me Something Quick and Devilish: Old-Time Fiddlers in Missouri book is just not ordinary book,
you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book will be information
inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read a lot of information
you will get. This kind of Play Me Something Quick and Devilish: Old-Time Fiddlers in Missouri without
we understand teach the one who reading it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly
be worry Play Me Something Quick and Devilish: Old-Time Fiddlers in Missouri can bring once you are and
not make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop
even mobile phone. This Play Me Something Quick and Devilish: Old-Time Fiddlers in Missouri having
excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Jonathan Garcia:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on
book like comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Play Me
Something Quick and Devilish: Old-Time Fiddlers in Missouri that give your enjoyment preference will be
satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to
know world considerably better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed
constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be
success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you can pick Play Me
Something Quick and Devilish: Old-Time Fiddlers in Missouri become your current starter.

Dawn Bliss:

The book untitled Play Me Something Quick and Devilish: Old-Time Fiddlers in Missouri contain a lot of
information on it. The writer explains your ex idea with easy means. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new era of literary works. You can read this book because



you can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If
you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.
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