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In a miracle of concision, Paul S. Boyer provides a wide-ranging and authoritative history of America,
capturing in a compact space the full story of our nation. Ranging from the earliest Native American settlers
to the presidency of Barack Obama, this Very Short Introduction offers an illuminating account of politics,
diplomacy, and war as well as the full spectrum of social, cultural, and scientific developments that shaped
our country. Here is a masterful picture of America's achievements and failures, large-scale socio-historical
forces, and pivotal events. Boyer sheds light on the colonial era, the Revolution and the birth of the new
nation; slavery and the Civil War; Reconstruction and the Gilded Age; the Progressive era, the Roaring
Twenties and the Great Depression; the two world wars and the Cold War that followed; right up to the
tragedy of 9/11, the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, and the epoch-making election of Barack Obama. Certain
broad trends shape much of the narrative--immigration, urbanization, slavery, continental expansion, the
global projection of U.S. power, the centrality of religion, the progression from an agrarian to an industrial to
a post-industrial economic order. Yet in underscoring such large themes, Boyer also highlights the diversity
of the American experience, the importance of individual actors, and the crucial role of race, ethnicity,
gender, and social class in shaping the contours of specific groups within the nation's larger tapestry. And
along the way, he touches upon the cultural milestones of American history, from Tom Paine's The Crisis to
Allen Ginsberg's Howl.
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From reader reviews:

Debra Yarbrough:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled American History: A Very Short Introduction (Chinese
Edition). Try to make the book American History: A Very Short Introduction (Chinese Edition) as your pal.
It means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and beside associated with course make you
smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more confidence
because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience in addition to
knowledge with this book.

John Newton:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to
beach, or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your
free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read.
If you want to attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled American History: A Very Short
Introduction (Chinese Edition) can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Daniel England:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this American History: A Very Short
Introduction (Chinese Edition) guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book that may be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
uncertainty American History: A Very Short Introduction (Chinese Edition) as good book not simply by the
cover but also from the content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you
still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Thomas Moss:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book American History: A Very Short Introduction (Chinese
Edition) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book American History: A
Very Short Introduction (Chinese Edition) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until young adults.
For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to
choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that.
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