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Religion and sex, body and soul, sacred and profane: In Closet Devotions, Richard Rambuss traces the relays
between these cultural formations by examining the issue of “sacred eroticism,” the literary or artistic
expression of devotional feelingsin erotic terms that has repeatedly occurred over the centuries. Rather than
dismissing such expression as mere convention, Rambuss takes it seriously as aform of erotic discourse, one
that gives voiceto desires that, outside the sphere of sacred rapture, would otherwise be deemed taboo.
Through startling rereadings of works ranging from the devotional verse of the metaphysical poets (Donne,
Herbert, Crashaw, and Traherne) to photographer Andres Serrano’s controversial “Piss Christ,” from

Renai ssance religious iconography to contemporary gay porn, Rambuss uncovers the highly charged erotic
imagery that suffuses religious devotional art and literature. And he explores one of Christian culture’s most
guarded (and literal) closets—the prayer closet itself, a privileged space where the vectors of same-sex desire
can travel privately between the worshiper and his or her God.

Elegantly written and theoretically astute, Closet Devotions illuminates the ways in which sacred Christian
devotion is homoeroticized, a phenomenon that until now has gone unexplored in current scholarship on
religion, the body, and its passions. This book will attract readers across awide array of disciplines,
including gay and leshian studies, literary theory and criticism, Renaissance studies, and religion.
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From reader reviews:
Dirk Sullivan:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Closet Devotions
(Series Q) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The actual book
untitled Closet Devotions (Series Q)is one of several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired
lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you
ever know before. The author explained their ideain the simple way, so all of people can easily to be aware
of the core of this e-book. This book will give you awide range of information about this world now. So you
can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Callie Allen:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more
time to be examine. Closet Devotions (Series Q) can be your answer given it can be read by an individual
who have those short time problems.

Anthony Vice:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV all day long. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
fine you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Closet
Devotions (Series Q) which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Regina Dye:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or even make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small studentsthat has reading's
internal or real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading really. Any students fedl that reading through is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful photographs on there. Y eah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important to
suit your needs. Aswe know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise
word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore, this Closet Devotions (Series Q) can make you
sense more interested to read.
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