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What remains of the “national” when the nation unravels at the birth of the independent state? The political
truncation of India at the end of British colonial rule in 1947 led to a social cataclysm in which roughly one
million people died and ten to twelve million were displaced. Combining film studies, trauma theory, and
South Asian cultural history, Bhaskar Sarkar follows the shifting traces of this event in Indian cinema over
the next six decades. He argues that Partition remains a wound in the collective psyche of South Asia and
that its representation on screen enables forms of historical engagement that are largely opaque to standard
historiography.

Sarkar tracks the initial reticence to engage with the trauma of 1947 and the subsequent emergence of a
strong Partition discourse, revealing both the silence and the eventual “return of the repressed” as strands of
one complex process. Connecting the relative silence of the early decades after Partition to a project of
postcolonial nation-building and to trauma’s disjunctive temporal structure, Sarkar develops an allegorical
reading of the silence as a form of mourning. He relates the proliferation of explicit Partition narratives in
films made since the mid-1980s to disillusionment with post-independence achievements, and he discusses
how current cinematic memorializations of 1947 are influenced by economic liberalization and the rise of a
Hindu-chauvinist nationalism. Traversing Hindi and Bengali commercial cinema, art cinema, and television,
Sarkar provides a history of Indian cinema that interrogates the national (a central category organizing
cinema studies) and participates in a wider process of mourning the modernist promises of the nation form.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Cook:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has different
type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading whatever
they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading a book?
Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you
will need this Mourning the Nation: Indian Cinema in the Wake of Partition.

Helen Woodyard:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what
kind of publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you
want really feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular
Mourning the Nation: Indian Cinema in the Wake of Partition is kind of book which is giving the reader
unstable experience.

Maryann Warren:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen need book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those books have many
advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By book Mourning the
Nation: Indian Cinema in the Wake of Partition we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative
people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Just choose the best book that acceptable with
your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book Mourning the Nation: Indian Cinema in the Wake
of Partition. You can more desirable than now.

Ella Straw:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they get
a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book Mourning the Nation: Indian Cinema in the
Wake of Partition to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing
when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling
about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to available a book
and read it. Beside that the e-book Mourning the Nation: Indian Cinema in the Wake of Partition can to be a
newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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