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In the popular misconception fostered by blockbuster action movies and best-selling thrillers--not to mention
conventional explanations by social scientists--violence is easy under certain conditions, like poverty, racial
or ideological hatreds, or family pathologies. Randall Collins challenges this view in Violence, arguing that
violent confrontation goes against human physiological hardwiring. It is the exception, not the rule--
regardless of the underlying conditions or motivations.

Collins gives a comprehensive explanation of violence and its dynamics, drawing upon video footage,
cutting-edge forensics, and ethnography to examine violent situations up close as they actually happen--and
his conclusions will surprise you. Violence comes neither easily nor automatically. Antagonists are by nature
tense and fearful, and their confrontational anxieties put up a powerful emotional barrier against violence.
Collins guides readers into the very real and disturbing worlds of human discord--from domestic abuse and
schoolyard bullying to muggings, violent sports, and armed conflicts. He reveals how the fog of war
pervades all violent encounters, limiting people mostly to bluster and bluff, and making violence, when it
does occur, largely incompetent, often injuring someone other than its intended target. Collins shows how
violence can be triggered only when pathways around this emotional barrier are presented. He explains why
violence typically comes in the form of atrocities against the weak, ritualized exhibitions before audiences,
or clandestine acts of terrorism and murder--and why a small number of individuals are competent at
violence.

Violence overturns standard views about the root causes of violence and offers solutions for confronting it in
the future.
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From reader reviews:

Corene Albert:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Violence: A Micro-sociological Theory
will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every little
thing. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's not make you
fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

William Jewell:

This Violence: A Micro-sociological Theory book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually information inside this e-book
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This
kind of Violence: A Micro-sociological Theory without we comprehend teach the one who reading it become
critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry Violence: A Micro-sociological Theory can bring if you
are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely
laptop even mobile phone. This Violence: A Micro-sociological Theory having very good arrangement in
word along with layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Jeannette Coleman:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Violence: A Micro-sociological Theory as your daily
resource information.

Philip Edwards:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its
include may doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while
fantastic as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be Violence: A Micro-sociological Theory
why because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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