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A powerful hero of the Bible, Jacob is also one of its most complex figures. Bible stories recounting his life
often expose his deception, lies, and greed—then, puzzlingly, attempt to justify them. In this book, eminent
biblical scholar Yair Zakovitch presents a complete view of the patriarch, first examining Jacob and his life
story as presented in the Bible, then also reconstructing the stories that the Bible writers suppressed—tales
that were well-known, perhaps, but incompatible with the image of Jacob they wanted to promote. Through a
work of extraordinary “literary archaeology,” Zakovitch explores the recesses of literary history, reaching
back even to the stage of oral storytelling, to identify sources of Jacob's story that preceded the work of the
Genesis writers.

The biblical writers were skilled mosaic-makers, Zakovitch shows, and their achievement was to reshape
diverse pre-biblical representations of Jacob in support of their emerging new religion and identity. As the
author follows Jacob in his wanderings and revelations, his successes, disgraces, and disappointments, he
also considers the religious and political environment in which the Bible was written, offering a powerful
explication of early Judaism.
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From reader reviews:

Joel Fallis:

The ability that you get from Jacob: Unexpected Patriarch (Jewish Lives) could be the more deep you rooting
the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to recognise but Jacob: Unexpected Patriarch (Jewish Lives) giving you joy feeling of reading.
The copy writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood through anyone who read the
idea because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We propose you for having this Jacob: Unexpected Patriarch (Jewish Lives) instantly.

Carlos Lauzon:

This book untitled Jacob: Unexpected Patriarch (Jewish Lives) to be one of several books that best seller in
this year, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy
this book in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too.
It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is
no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Etsuko Siler:

The reserve untitled Jacob: Unexpected Patriarch (Jewish Lives) is the e-book that recommended to you to
learn. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that
creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, and so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You
also can get the e-book of Jacob: Unexpected Patriarch (Jewish Lives) from the publisher to make you far
more enjoy free time.

Laurie Cales:

Why? Because this Jacob: Unexpected Patriarch (Jewish Lives) is an unordinary book that the inside of the
reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside. Reading this book next
to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier
to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains
than the other book have such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still
want to delay having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.
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