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The current worldwide AIDS crisisis about 20 years old, but the disease itself is much older. In fact, AIDS s
only the latest chapter in the evolution of the complex retrovirus we call HIV. Where was HIV lurking before
it emerged in the early 1980s? There is some evidence that the Western strain of HIV arose in Europe as
early as 1939. There is even more evidence that HIV is adirect descendant of a virus which haslong infected
certain African apes and monkeys, avirus called SIV--simian immunodeficiency virus. But why isavirus
that is harmlessin monkeys so lethal in human beings? And why, after millennia of contact between African
monkeys and humans, is SIV only now entering the human population in plague proportions?

In Viral Sex, leading AIDS researcher Jaap Goudsmit illuminates the origins and nature of the world's most
lethal disease. He provides an eyewitness account of sciences effort to understand and control the spread of
this deadly virus, in afascinating journey that reaches from the deepest recesses of the African rainforest, to
ancient Egypt and the mummified remains of Barbary apes, to pioneering research labsin the U.S. and
Europe. A key ideain understanding the AIDS crisis, we discover, isthe concept of "viral sex." Welearn
that HIV not only produces offspring that are almost exact copies of the parents, as do most other viruses, but
that it can also reproduce sexually, creating a recombinant population of subtly varying members. This"vira
sex" gives HIV an edge in adapting inside a foreign body, and thisiswhy the virus could survive the leap
from ape to man. But Goudsmit presents devastating evidence that the real villain of the AIDS epidemic is
not HIV, but the ongoing destruction of the Western Equatoria rainforest and the wild monkeys and apes
who once thrived there. Goudsmit argues that human encroachment on the African monkey habitat provided
the opportunity for the SIV virusto jump to its new host, human beings. He also describes how humans then
brought HIV out of the rainforest at the turn of the century, most probably to Cameroon. From there some
strains went to German East Africa, where the virus evolved into the African AIDS virus we see today, while
other strains left Cameroon for Germany on the eve of World War 1.

Goudsmit is uniquely qualified to provide readers with vital perspective on thisworldwide crisis.
Provocative, vividly written, and impeccably researched, Viral Sexinstills readers with anew sense of the
urgent need to contain HIV and other similarly lethal viruses before they spread beyond the grasp of even the
most sophisticated science.
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From reader reviews:
Marni Elliott:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Viral Sex: The Nature of AIDS. Y ou can choose the best
book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how isimportant any book Vira Sex: The
Nature of AIDS. You can add information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely
right, since from book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a
book aswell as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. Y ou nheed to use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Kathryn Kern:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are alot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you alot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of several
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this Viral Sex: The Nature of AIDS, you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours book.
Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Beatrice Blakely:

Beside this Viral Sex: The Nature of AIDS in your phone, it can give you away to get nearer to the new
knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so
don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Viral
Sex: The Nature of AIDS because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but
you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have thisin the hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss
that? Find this book and read it from today!

Edward Grimes;

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book isa pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. Thisbook Viral Sex: The Nature of AIDS wasfilled regarding science. Spend
your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has
distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can feel
enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern eralike right now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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