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After its early introduction into the English colonies in North America, slavery in the United States lasted as
a legal institution until the passage of the Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution in 1865.  But
increasingly during the contested politics of the early republic, abolitionists cried out that the Constitution
itself was a slaveowners’ document, produced to protect and further their rights. A Slaveholders’ Union
furthers this unsettling claim by demonstrating once and for all that slavery was indeed an essential part of
the foundation of the nascent republic.

In this powerful book, George William Van Cleve demonstrates that the Constitution was pro-slavery in its
politics, its economics, and its law. He convincingly shows that the Constitutional provisions protecting
slavery were much more than mere “political” compromises—they were integral to the principles of the new
nation. By the late 1780s, a majority of Americans wanted to create a strong federal republic that would be
capable of expanding into a continental empire. In order for America to become an empire on such a scale,
Van Cleve argues, the Southern states had to be willing partners in the endeavor, and the cost of their
allegiance was the deliberate long-term protection of slavery by America’s leaders through the nation’s early
expansion. Reconsidering the role played by the gradual abolition of slavery in the North, Van Cleve also
shows that abolition there was much less progressive in its origins—and had much less influence on
slavery’s expansion—than previously thought.

Deftly interweaving historical and political analyses, A Slaveholders’ Union will likely become the definitive
explanation of slavery’s persistence and growth—and of its influence on American constitutional
development—from the Revolutionary War through the Missouri Compromise of 1821.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Adair:

This A Slaveholders' Union: Slavery, Politics, and the Constitution in the Early American Republic are
generally reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this A
Slaveholders' Union: Slavery, Politics, and the Constitution in the Early American Republic can be one of
the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you with
information that might be will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring
it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this A
Slaveholders' Union: Slavery, Politics, and the Constitution in the Early American Republic forcing you to
have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all
know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Latasha Hisle:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try look
for book, may be the reserve untitled A Slaveholders' Union: Slavery, Politics, and the Constitution in the
Early American Republic can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Sharon Wilson:

Typically the book A Slaveholders' Union: Slavery, Politics, and the Constitution in the Early American
Republic has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was
written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. That book
very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Matthew Haley:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You
can choose the best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known as
of book A Slaveholders' Union: Slavery, Politics, and the Constitution in the Early American Republic.
Contain your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make
anyone happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one
location to other place.
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