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In late October 1846, the last wagon train of that year's westward migration stopped overnight before
resuming its arduous climb over the Sierra Nevada Mountains, unaware that a fearsome storm was gathering
force. After months of grueling travel, the 81 men, women and children would be trapped for a brutal winter
with little food and only primitive shelter. The conclusion is known: by spring of the next year, the Donner
Party was synonymous with the most harrowing extremes of human survival. But until now, the full story of
what happened--and what it tells us about human nature and about America's westward expansion--remained
shrouded in myth.
Drawing on fresh archeological evidence, recent research on topics ranging from survival rates to snowfall
totals, and heartbreaking letters and diaries made public by descendants a century-and-a-half after the
tragedy, Ethan Rarick offers an intimate portrait of the Donner party and their unimaginable ordeal: a mother
who must divide her family, a little girl who shines with courage, a devoted wife who refuses to abandon her
husband, a man who risks his life merely to keep his word. Rarick resists both the gruesomely sensationalist
accounts of the Donner party as well as later attempts to turn the survivors into archetypal pioneer heroes.
"The Donner Party," Rarick writes, "is a story of hard decisions that were neither heroic nor villainous.
Often, the emigrants displayed a more realistic and typically human mixture of generosity and selfishness, an
alloy born of necessity."
A fast-paced, heart-wrenching, clear-eyed narrative history, Desperate Passage casts new light on one of
America's most horrific encounters between the dream of a better life and the harsh realities such dreams so
often must confront.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Taylor:

This Desperate Passage: The Donner Party's Perilous Journey West book is simply not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information inside
this publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. This Desperate Passage: The Donner Party's Perilous Journey West without we
realize teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry
Desperate Passage: The Donner Party's Perilous Journey West can bring when you are and not make your
tote space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This
Desperate Passage: The Donner Party's Perilous Journey West having very good arrangement in word and
also layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Rebecca McGrew:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them
is this Desperate Passage: The Donner Party's Perilous Journey West.

Kim Nielsen:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the book untitled Desperate Passage: The Donner Party's Perilous Journey West can be very good
book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Dina Hirsch:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit
or real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we



know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Desperate Passage: The Donner Party's Perilous Journey West can make
you truly feel more interested to read.
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