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An animated first-time history of the visionaries--editors, authors, librarians, booksellers, and others--whose
passion for books has transformed American childhood and American culture

What should children read? As the preeminent children’s literature authority, Leonard S. Marcus, shows
incisively, that’s the three-hundred-year-old question that sparked the creation of a rambunctious children’s
book publishing scene in Colonial times. And it’s the urgent issue that went on to fuel the transformation of
twentieth-century children’s book publishing from a genteel backwater to big business.
Marcus delivers a provocative look at the fierce turf wars fought among pioneering editors, progressive
educators, and librarians--most of them women--throughout the twentieth century. His story of the
emergence and growth of the major publishing houses--and of the distinctive literature for the young they
shaped--gains extraordinary depth (and occasional dish) through the author’s path-finding research and in-
depth interviews with dozens of editors, artists, and other key publishing figures whose careers go back to
the 1930s, including Maurice Sendak, Ursula Nordstrom, Margaret K. McElderry, and Margret Rey.
From The New England Primer to The Cat in the Hat to Cormier’s The Chocolate War, Marcus offers a
richly informed, witty appraisal of the pivotal books that transformed children’s book publishing, and brings
alive the revealing synergy between books like these and the national mood of their times.
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From reader reviews:

Lucile Brown:

Here thing why this particular Minders of Make-Believe: Idealists, Entrepreneurs, and the Shaping of
American Children's Literature are different and reliable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good
but it really depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Minders of
Make-Believe: Idealists, Entrepreneurs, and the Shaping of American Children's Literature giving you
information deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no reserve that similar
with Minders of Make-Believe: Idealists, Entrepreneurs, and the Shaping of American Children's Literature.
It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which happened in the world which
is possibly can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even
in your technique home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the
form of Minders of Make-Believe: Idealists, Entrepreneurs, and the Shaping of American Children's
Literature in e-book can be your substitute.

Patrick Perkins:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer may be Minders of Make-Believe: Idealists, Entrepreneurs, and the Shaping of
American Children's Literature why because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Frankie Lampkins:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is Minders of Make-Believe: Idealists, Entrepreneurs, and the Shaping of
American Children's Literature this book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world
now. This kind of book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that
writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some investigation when he makes this
book. Here is why this book acceptable all of you.

Lucy Carson:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen want book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those



guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
With the book Minders of Make-Believe: Idealists, Entrepreneurs, and the Shaping of American Children's
Literature we can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative person must
prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change
your life at this time book Minders of Make-Believe: Idealists, Entrepreneurs, and the Shaping of American
Children's Literature. You can more inviting than now.
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