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Have we become beauty-blind? For two decades or more in the humanities, various political arguments have
been put forward against beauty: that it distracts us from more important issues; that it is the handmaiden of
privilege; and that it masks political interests. In On Beauty and Being Just Elaine Scarry not only defends
beauty from the political arguments against it but also argues that beauty does indeed press us toward a
greater concern for justice. Taking inspiration from writers and thinkers as diverse as Homer, Plato, Marcel
Proust, Simone Weil, and Iris Murdoch as well as her own experiences, Scarry offers up an elegant,
passionate manifesto for the revival of beauty in our intellectual work as well as our homes, museums, and
classrooms.

Scarry argues that our responses to beauty are perceptual events of profound significance for the individual
and for society. Presenting us with a rare and exceptional opportunity to witness fairness, beauty assists us in
our attention to justice. The beautiful object renders fairness, an abstract concept, concrete by making it
directly available to our sensory perceptions. With its direct appeal to the senses, beauty stops us, transfixes
us, fills us with a "surfeit of aliveness." In so doing, it takes the individual away from the center of his or her
self-preoccupation and thus prompts a distribution of attention outward toward others and, ultimately, she
contends, toward ethical fairness.

Scarry, author of the landmark The Body in Pain and one of our bravest and most creative thinkers, offers us
here philosophical critique written with clarity and conviction as well as a passionate plea that we change the
way we think about beauty.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Tyrrell:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them
is this On Beauty and Being Just.

Earline Shepler:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer may be On Beauty and Being Just why because the wonderful cover that make you
consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content will be fantastic as the
outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Gayle Stalder:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, and soon. The On Beauty and Being Just offer you a new experience in examining a book.

Scott Hicks:

This On Beauty and Being Just is completely new way for you who has interest to look for some information
since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or
you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this On Beauty and Being Just can be the light food in
your case because the information inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books develop itself in
the form which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book
form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide especially
this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-
book variety for your better life along with knowledge.
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