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“Michael Farquhar doesn’t write about history the way, say, Doris Kearns Goodwin does. He writes
about history the way Doris Kearns Goodwin’s smart-ass, reprobate kid brother might. I, for one,
prefer it.”—Gene Weingarten, two-time Pulitzer Prize winner and Washington Post columnist
 
Scandal! Intrigue! Cossacks! Here the world’s most engaging royal historian chronicles the world’s most
fascinating imperial dynasty: the Romanovs, whose three-hundred-year reign was remarkable for its
shocking violence, spectacular excess, and unimaginable venality. In this incredibly entertaining history,
Michael Farquhar collects the best, most captivating true tales of Romanov iniquity. We meet Catherine the
Great, with her endless parade of virile young lovers (none of them of the equine variety); her unhinged son,
Paul I, who ordered the bones of one of his mother’s paramours dug out of its grave and tossed into a gorge;
and Grigori Rasputin, the “Mad Monk,” whose mesmeric domination of the last of the Romanov tsars helped
lead to the monarchy’s undoing. From Peter the Great’s penchant for personally beheading his recalcitrant
subjects (he kept the severed head of one of his mistresses pickled in alcohol) to Nicholas and Alexandra’s
brutal demise at the hands of the Bolsheviks, Secret Lives of the Tsars captures all the splendor and infamy
that was Imperial Russia.

Praise for Secret Lives of the Tsars
 
“An accessible, exciting narrative . . . Highly recommended for generalists interested in Russian history and
those who enjoy the seamier side of past lives.”—Library Journal (starred review)

“An excellent condensed version of Russian history . . . a fine tale of history and scandal . . . sure to please
general readers and monarchy buffs alike.”—Publishers Weekly
 
“Tales from the nasty lives of global royalty . . . an easy-reading, lightweight history lesson.”—Kirkus
Reviews

“Readers of this book may get a sense of why Russians are so tolerant of tyrants like Stalin and Putin. Given
their history, it probably seems normal.”—The Washington Post
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From reader reviews:

Debra Lovern:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining
a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Secret Lives of the Tsars: Three
Centuries of Autocracy, Debauchery, Betrayal, Murder, and Madness from Romanov Russia book because
this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees
there is no doubt in it you know.

Theresa Adams:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of
them is this Secret Lives of the Tsars: Three Centuries of Autocracy, Debauchery, Betrayal, Murder, and
Madness from Romanov Russia.

Miriam Normandin:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is
usually Secret Lives of the Tsars: Three Centuries of Autocracy, Debauchery, Betrayal, Murder, and
Madness from Romanov Russia.

Edward Roth:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach



Chinese's country. Therefore this Secret Lives of the Tsars: Three Centuries of Autocracy, Debauchery,
Betrayal, Murder, and Madness from Romanov Russia can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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