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In the face of ongoing religious conflicts and unending culture wars, what are we to make of liberalism's
promise that it alone can arbitrate between church and state? In this wide-ranging study, John Perry examines
the roots of our thinking on religion and politics, placing the early-modern founders of liberalism in
conversation with today's theologians and political philosophers.

From the story of Antigone to debates about homosexuality and bans on religious attire, it is clear that
liberalism's promise to solve all theo-political conflict is a false hope. The philosophy connecting John Locke
to John Rawls seeks a world free of tragic dilemmas, where there can be no Antigones. Perry rejects this as
an illusion. Disputes like the culture wars cannot be adequately comprehended as border encroachments
presided over by an impartial judge. Instead, theo-political conflict must be considered a contest of loyalties
within each citizen and believer. Drawing on critics of Rawls ranging from Michael Sandel to Stanley
Hauerwas, Perry identifies what he calls a 'turn to loyalty' by those who recognize the inadequacy of our
usual thinking on the public place of religion. The Pretenses of Loyalty offers groundbreaking analysis of the
overlooked early work of Locke, where liberalism's founder himself opposed toleration.

Perry discovers that Locke made a turn to loyalty analogous to that of today's communitarian critics. Liberal
toleration is thus more sophisticated, more theologically subtle, and ultimately more problematic than has
been supposed. It demands not only governmental neutrality (as Rawls believed) but also a reworked
political theology. Yet this must remain under suspicion for Christians because it places religion in the
service of the state. Perry concludes by suggesting where we might turn next, looking beyond our usual
boundaries to possibilities obscured by the liberalism we have inherited.
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From reader reviews:

Joe Hessler:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book The Pretenses of Loyalty: Locke, Liberal
Theory, and American Political Theology will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if
you can know about anything. But some of you think that open or reading a book make you bored. It's not
make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal book with
you?

Daniel Ellis:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something
to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have
spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What did you
do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question mainly because just their
can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start
from on guardería until university need this kind of The Pretenses of Loyalty: Locke, Liberal Theory, and
American Political Theology to read.

Linda Livingston:

This The Pretenses of Loyalty: Locke, Liberal Theory, and American Political Theology is completely new
way for you who has fascination to look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting
deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading
this The Pretenses of Loyalty: Locke, Liberal Theory, and American Political Theology can be the light food
in your case because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by anyone. These books produce
itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in
reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-book
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss
the item! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.

Betty Bass:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but novel and The Pretenses of Loyalty: Locke, Liberal Theory, and
American Political Theology or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know how
the great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science



reserve, any other book likes The Pretenses of Loyalty: Locke, Liberal Theory, and American Political
Theology to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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