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Fred Astaire defined elegance on the dance floor. With white tie, tails and a succession of elegant partners -
Ginger Rogers, Cyd Charisse, Rita Hayworth, Eleanor Powell, Judy Garland and others - he created an
indelible image of the Anglo bon vivant. His origins, though, were far more humble: Born in Omaha,
Nebraska, Fred Astaire came from Midwestern stock that partially had its origin in the late nineteenth
century Jewish communities of Austria. At first, he played second fiddle in vaudeville to his sister, Adele;
however, once he learned how to tap and bought his first Brooks Brothers suit, the game changed. How did
he transform himself from a small town Nebraska boy into the most sophisticated man ever to dance across a
dance floor? In this comprehensive new book about the life and artistry of Fred Astaire, Peter Levinson looks
carefully at the entirety of Astaire's career from vaudeville to Broadway to Hollywood to television. He
explores Astaire's relationships with his vivacious dance partners, his friendship with songwriters like
George Gershwin and Irving Berlin and his relationship with choreographers like Hermes Pan to discover
how Astaire, in effect, created his elegant persona. Astaire put his mark on the Hollywood musical, starting
his career at RKO and then moving to MGM. From his long list of films, certain classics like "Swing Time",
"Top Hat", "Royal Wedding" and "The Bandwagon" revolutionized the presentation of dance on film; but, he
also revolutionized the television variety special with the Emmy-Award-Winning "An Evening With Fred
Astaire". For 'Puttin' on the Ritz", veteran Hollywood insider, Peter Levinson interviewed over two hundred
people who worked closely with Astaire such as Debbie Reynolds, Dick Van Dyke, Artie Shaw, Bobby
Short, Oscar Peterson, Mel Ferrer, Betty Garrett, Joel Grey, Arlene Dahl, Michael Kidd, Betty Comden,
Onna White, Margaret Whiting, Andy Williams, and others like Quincy Jones, John Travolta, and John
Williams, to provide an intimate window on to his professional as well as his personal life. His new
biography of Astaire is a celebration of the great era of sophistication on Broadway and in Hollywood as
seen through the life of a man who learned how to put on the Ritz and become America's premiere song-and-
dance-man: Fred Astaire.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Griego:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one along
with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Puttin' On the Ritz: Fred Astaire and the Fine
Art of Panache, A Biography is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Daniel Scholz:

The reason why? Because this Puttin' On the Ritz: Fred Astaire and the Fine Art of Panache, A Biography is
an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with
the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If
I were you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Rebecca Beal:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more
time to be study. Puttin' On the Ritz: Fred Astaire and the Fine Art of Panache, A Biography can be your
answer given it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Thomas Busch:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This guide Puttin' On the Ritz: Fred Astaire and the Fine Art of Panache, A
Biography was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science competence.
Some people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit of a book,
you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book which you
wanted.
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