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From the first European contact with Tahiti in 1767, the myth of the South Sea maiden has endured through
many incarnations. Although the maiden frequently provided an idealized antidote to Western women's self-
assertion, the South Pacific also afforded a space where boundaries between the sexes could be relaxed and
transgressed. From James Cook and Captain Bligh to James Michener and Margaret Mead, the Island girl
has occupied a specia place in the erotic imagination of the West. In a sweeping study that embraces history,
literature, visual arts, anthropology and film, this study gives fresh insight into the myths and reality of a
Western icon.

While women from far off lands have always been presented as exotic and alluring, the South Sea maiden
has come to symbolize feminine sexuality, as an integral part of the adventure, sensuality, and romance of
the South Pacific. Everyone from early explorers to 19th century writers and artists to latter day

anthropol ogists, film makers, and tourism promoters have extolled their virtues and their bodies. Sturma
looks behind the popular clich®D'esto reveal how the myth-making process reflected not only Western
desires, but the cut and thrust of changing sexual politics. The result is an intriguing look at both South Sea
image-makers and the women whom they found so seductive.
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From reader reviews:
David Pimentel:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled South Sea Maidens: Western Fantasy and Sexual Politics in the South Pacific (Contributions to the
Study of World History) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect
that maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every word writtenin a
publication then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The
South Sea Maidens: Western Fantasy and Sexual Politics in the South Pacific (Contributions to the Study of
World History) giving you a different experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you
useful information for your better lifein this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the following is
your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you
want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Andrew Fox:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this South Sea Maidens. Western Fantasy
and Sexual Politics in the South Pacific (Contributions to the Study of World History) guide written by well-
known writer who knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who have read the
book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and compaosing skill only for eliminate your
current hunger then you still question South Sea Maidens: Western Fantasy and Sexual Politicsin the South
Pacific (Contributions to the Study of World History) as good book not simply by the cover but also by the
content. Thisis one book that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another
sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have
to listening to one more sixth sense.

Daphne Shew:

Isit anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This South Sea Maidens: Western Fantasy and
Sexual Palitics in the South Pacific (Contributions to the Study of World History) can be the respond to, oh
how comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou are therefore out of date, spending your extratime by reading in
this completely new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?

Mark Mata:

As astudent exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful picsonthere. Yeah, it isto become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As



we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this South Sea Maidens: Western Fantasy and Sexual Politicsin the
South Pacific (Contributions to the Study of World History) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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