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In 2004, the original Broadway production of Wicked earned 10 Tony nominations, including best musical.
Based on the best-selling novel by Gregory Maguire, the show continues to run on Broadway and has touring
companies throughout the United States and around the world. In Wicked: A Musical Biography, author Paul
Laird explores the creation of this popular Broadway musical through an examination of draft scripts,
interviews with major figures, and the study of primary musical sources such as sketches, drafts, and
completed musical scores.

Laird brings together an impressive amount of detail on the creation of Wicked, including alook at Maguire's
novel, aswell as the original source material, The Wizard of Oz. This volume also offers a history of the
show's genesis along with examinations of the draft scenarios and scripts that demonstrate the show's
development. Laird also explores Stephen Schwartz's life and work, providing an analysis of the composer
and lyricist's work on the show through song drafts, sketches, and musical examples.

Laird also surveys the show's critical reception in New Y ork and London, noting how many critics failed to
appreciate its qualities or anticipate its great success. The unusual nature of Wicked's story—dominated by
two strong female leads—is a so placed in the context of Broadway history. A unique look into a successful
Broadway production, Wicked: A Musical Biography will be of interest to musicologists, theatre scholars,
students, and general readers alike.
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From reader reviews:
George Green:

The book Wicked: A Musical Biography make you feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou should use to make
your capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a book Wicked: A Musical Biography for being
your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge
about many or all subjects. Y ou can know everything if you like available and read a publication Wicked: A
Musical Biography. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this book?

Michael Milliner:

The book Wicked: A Musical Biography can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book Wicked: A Musical Biography? A number of
you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that,
you could give for each other; it is possible to share al of these. Book Wicked: A Musical Biography has
simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can appear the enormous
world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Sherry Ellis:

People livein this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get great deal
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really arobot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book
you have read is Wicked: A Musical Biography.

Lisa Sullivan:

Reading a book to get new life stylein thisyr; every people loves to go through a book. When you read a
book you can get alot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read afiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Wicked: A Musical Biography provide you with a new experience in reading through a book.
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