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This anthology of Chinese women’s poetry in translation brings together representative selections from the
work of some 130 poets from the Han dynasty to the early twentieth century. To measure the development of
Chinese women’s poetry, one must take into account not only the poems but also the prose
writings—prefaces, biographies, theoretical tracts—that framed them and attempted to shape women’s
writing as a distinct category of literature. To this end, the anthology contains an extended section of
criticism by and about women writers.

These poets include empresses, imperial concubines, courtesans, grandmothers, recluses, Buddhist nuns,
widows, painters, farm wives, revolutionaries, and adolescent girls thought to be incarnate immortals. Some
women wrote out of isolation and despair, finding in words a mastery that otherwise eluded them. Others
were recruited into poetry by family members, friends, or sympathetic male advocates. Some dwelt on
intimate family matters and cast their poems as addresses to husbands and sons at large in the wide world of
men’s affairs. Each woman had her own reasons for poetry and her own ways of appropriating, and often
changing, the conventions of both men’s and women’s verse.

The primary purpose of this anthology is to put before the English-speaking reader evidence of the poetic
talent that flourished, against all odds, among women in premodern China. It is also designed to spur
reflection among specialists in Chinese poetry, inspiring new perspectives on both the Chinese poetic
tradition and the canon of female poets within that tradition. This partial history both connects with and
departs from the established patterns for women’s writing in the West, thus complementing current
discussions of “feminine writing.”
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From reader reviews:

Lorenzo Davis:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Women Writers of Traditional China: An Anthology of
Poetry and Criticism. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know
about how is important the book Women Writers of Traditional China: An Anthology of Poetry and
Criticism. You can add information and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely
right, since from book you can know everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you
can be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a
book as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

Eli Gaddy:

The book Women Writers of Traditional China: An Anthology of Poetry and Criticism can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book
Women Writers of Traditional China: An Anthology of Poetry and Criticism? Several of you have a different
opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right
now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for each
other; you may share all of these. Book Women Writers of Traditional China: An Anthology of Poetry and
Criticism has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the
enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Ralph Overman:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be
sure that book is very important for people. The book Women Writers of Traditional China: An Anthology
of Poetry and Criticism ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you
can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve Women Writers of Traditional China:
An Anthology of Poetry and Criticism is not only giving you much more new information but also for being
your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship while using book Women Writers of Traditional China: An Anthology of Poetry and Criticism.
You never experience lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Susan Belcher:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want



to try look for book, may be the reserve untitled Women Writers of Traditional China: An Anthology of
Poetry and Criticism can be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.
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